Tom Isaacs, Superintendent
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 WCESC Attendance Department
The Warren County Educational Service Center employs 3
full time and 3 part time Attendance Officers. The
attendance officer’s primary responsibility is to ensure
compliance with all federal, state and local laws regarding
school attendance.
Attendance Officers work cooperatively with Carlisle Local
S.D., Franklin City S.D., Greater Ohio Virtual School,
Kings local S.D., Lebanon City S.D., Little Miami Local
S.D., Springboro Community S.D., Wayne Local S.D.,
Warren County Career Center, John Lazares Alternative
School and Warren County Learning Center school staff to
eliminate truancy.

Back row, L to R: Laura Sutherland, Mary Beth Garner,
Debbie Hinkle, Anita Campbell
Front row, L to R: Cavan Clymer, Joshua Paré

District assignments are as follows:
 Anita

Campbell - Lebanon City School District
 Cavan Clymer - Greater Ohio Virtual School
 Mary Beth Garner - Carlisle Local School District, Kings Local School District, Little Miami School District, Springboro
Community School District and Wayne Local School District
Hinkle - Franklin City School District and WC Learning Center
 Joshua Paré - Greater Ohio Virtual School
 Laura Sutherland - Warren County Career Center and JKL Alternative School
 Deborah

As attendance officers, we believe there is a direct relationship between good attendance and high
achievement. We strive to ensure compliance with the laws and regulations of attendance. We believe that
students with good attendance realize success, gain credit toward graduation, and learn positive habits that
carry over to their personal and occupational achievement.
When students miss school, they miss out on important academic details not to mention the opportunity for a
deeper understanding of the daily topic. They also miss the interaction between school staff and peers. This
time lost is irretrievable. We strive help our Warren County students establish good attendance habits.
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MULTI-DISABILITIES PROGRAM
Kathie MacNeil, Ph.D. - Supervisor

Shelby Duvelius: Mason Heights Campus I
Here at Mason Heights we are fortunate enough to get to participate in a variety of activities throughout the school
year. One of our class’s favorite special events is our weekly Hunter Heartbeat session. Hunter Heartbeat teaches
social, communication, and other life skills through theater and acting. In their own words, “through activities using
Shakespearean text, Hunter Heartbeat focuses on breaking through communication and social blocks that
challenge those living on the autism spectrum. Participating students gain a better understanding of cooperative
play and an increased awareness of societal norms, such as recognizing emotions and body language, taking
turns, and spatial awareness.”
Every Friday, students look forward to the experience. We see students come out of their shell, smile, laugh, talk
more than usual, and participate in new and exciting activities. Everybody is given a moment to shine. Mikey’s
favorite game focuses on expressing various emotions, while Emma’s favorite games involve repeating words in
order to cast spells. Gursharan appreciates that the Hunter Heartbeat performers take time to individualize their
approach and delivery for each student. Each performance is met with applause from the entire group. At the end
of every session, the group participates in a calming goodbye song to refocus and transition back to the school
day.
We are so appreciative of Hunter Heartbeat and its leaders who make the experience special and unique for each
student.

Faith participating in a game with Miss Victoria

Gursharan looking attentively at Miss Becca

Page 2 of 49

Emma casting spells on Miss Victoria

Students and staff at Hunter Heartbeat

Barb Reichel/Connie Sanders Mason HS I and II
The students in our classrooms are engaging with more students throughout the Mason Halls. They are
attending “dance party Friday” each week with Mr. Planicka and crew. Our two new Paraprofessionals are
already embracing the dance!

Amy Smith

Kandy Clark
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Excited to have our therapists back this year and welcome a new speech therapist to our program. They have
been an integral part in the lives of our students.

Susan Faist (Speech)

Elisa Hargis (Speech)

Ellen Cole (PT)

Carrie Magoto (COTA)

We have wonderful neighbors reading and hanging out with our students
Emily Bowling

Mr. Lehr’s classroom and

Officer Ayers

A THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION with neighbors at school, Mason Heights and our bus driver (PEGGY)
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WCESC/Mason students attended community outings in Lebanon and Kings Mill communities over the past
couple months to experience possible job opportunities that would be “handicapable” to explore after high
school.

Lebanon Community
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Great Wolf Lodge for our Kings Mill Community Outing with
wonderful staff that helped answer student questions

Lekisha Evans (housekeeping manager)

Jamie Barnett & Melissa Creech (HR department)

And………………..working on math standards by picking and measuring different sizes of pumpkins at IRON’S
FRUIT FARM (with a little treat of apple cider and apple cider donuts):

Page 6 of 49

The classrooms celebrated national coffee with cops day on October 3, 2018

Mason police /Mason HS resourse officer: Officer Ayers

After several experimental trials, we have successfully made a couple batches of dog biscuits and decided on a
name for their “nonprofit” dog biscuit business:

Student made………………………………………………………dogs approved
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Yvette and Vader

Corwin and Calley

Connie Jean and Boo

The students have daily and weekly vocational activities that they need to complete that would be relevant in the
work force after they complete their high school years.

Abby- recycling bin

Mathew- sweeping after lunch

We have recently worked with students from the teacher academy,
Liberty, Hannah and Sophie, who gifted us with a personalized door
decorated with each of our student’s pictures. So thankful for this new
friendship.
Have a fabulous winter break!
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SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT
Kathie MacNeil, Ph.D. – Supervisor
In November, the school psychology department held its annual Stone Soup Professional Development Retreat.
This year’s focus was on channeling their inner super power and managing their self-care. The group started
the day with an energizing self-care scavenger hunt throughout Warren County. Afterward, the group read a
book entitled “Even Superheroes Have Bad Days” written by Shelly Becker and illustrated by Eda Kaban. The
group used this book to discuss positive ways to combat stress in their lives and reflect on some behaviors that
would not assist in de-stressing. The group also reflected on how they could use their super power for good in
the work environment.

SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT AND INTERPRETERS
Lauri Ollier - Supervisor
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the second quarter! Like the world, the SLPs have been busy. In
November, we hosted Sarah Ward to present on executive functioning in conjunction with BCESC speech
department. One hundred sixty-six SLPs, OTs and PTs attended the all-day session. Everyone walked away
with some additional knowledge and ideas to incorporate into their therapy.
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SLP - Kelly Reynolds was asked to present with a professor from
UC and a professor from Mount Saint Joseph, at OCALICON.
OCALICON is the premier conference where 2,000+ participants
from across the US come to learn, network and share research,
best practices, and resources to support individuals with autism
spectrum disorder, sensory disabilities and low-incidence
disabilities across the life span. Their presentation was on Core
Words in Action: Systematic Instruction for Adolescents with
ASD. What an honor!

On November 9th, SLP – Karen Crabb was asked to teach a
session to college students at Harding University. She presented
an overview of job opportunities in the field of speech pathology.
December 14th, was the department’s holiday meeting. Mike
Bidwell started out our day with a presentation on Mindfulness.
He shared strategies for helping the students we work with as well
as strategies for taking care of ourselves. Our next presenter was
Katie Strubbe who spoke to us on working with student behaviors
followed Mike. As the SLPs work throughout Warren County, we
encounter students who need supports and language skills to
allow them to be successful communicators and help to reduce
adverse behaviors in the educational setting. Our last speaker was Kathie MacNeil, who discussed the various
eligibility categories for students identified with disabilities. We were so fortunate to have three such
knowledgeable speakers take the time to present and share their knowledge with us!

Mike Bidwell

Katie Strubbe

Dr. Kathie MacNeil
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GREATER OHIO VIRTUAL SCHOOL
Shawn Lenney - Director
Brian Barot – Assistant Director

The Greater Ohio Virtual School was nominated by the Mason-Deerfield Chamber
of Commerce for the Excellence in Education Award. This award is part of the
Gems of Excellence program held each year to recognize the contributions
schools and other businesses make to the local community. The Greater Ohio
Virtual School works closely with local chambers in order to form partnerships with
local businesses that are looking for workforce development opportunities.
Through the GOVS Work Study Program and Career Enhancement Opportunities
Program, the GOVS is working to provide students with more than just a diploma
by helping to develop career pathways for at-risk students.
The next step in workforce development centers on a
partnership with a college and career preparation company
entitled NaviGo. The Greater Ohio Virtual School will be
partnering with students from the John K. Lazares
Alternative School to take part in an eleven-week program
exploring careers in engineering and advanced
manufacturing at 3 different companies. Students will meet
twice a week with a job coach from January through April
and visit three local companies to experience hands-on
learning about the industry and career possibilities. GOVS
students will receive elective credit and attendance hours for participating in the program with the opportunity for
possible employment with the participating companies upon graduation. Participation in this program has been
funded by a grant through Duke Energy and 8 GOVS students will be selected to participate in this first venture.
Local companies Alfons Haar Inc., Advics Manufacturing, and GMI Companies will all be opening their doors to
students eager to experience the world of engineering and advanced manufacturing.
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COORDINATED CARE DEPARTMENT
Kim Sellers - Supervisor

Happy Holidays from Coordinated Care!
Coordinated Care is dedicated to the mission of prevention, support and intervention to Warren County youth
and their families struggling with emotional and behavioral needs so that they may remain in their own home.
This has been a year of growth, challenging cases, and enhancing the effectiveness of services and supports.
We continue to see many tough and complex cases and youth presenting with even more needs than ever
before. Our staff has been using the Child and Adolescent Needs Assessment tool for one year and this data
has been valuable in guiding our work.
Through Project ENGAGE 2.0, Mental Health & Recovery Services of Warren and Clinton Counties, Warren
County Educational Service Center/Coordinated Care, Solutions Community Counseling and Recovery Centers,
Butler Behavioral Health and other community partners have developed Mobile Response & Stabilization
Services. It is estimated that the service will be in place and ready to operate January 2nd, 2019.
Mobile Response & Stabilization Services (MRSS) is a comprehensive program available to youth ages 0-21
and their families. MRSS staff meet with youth and families in person wherever they are to provide intensive
services to address emotional needs and/or behavior issues that require intervention. The services will be
available to individuals, families and community partners.
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The first step to get started with MRSS is to call 877-695-6333. A trained staff person will be available to talk
about what is happening and to get contact information. Within a short time, an MRSS staff person will be in
touch with you to make arrangements for responding to where you are, daytime through late evening.
Information will gather critical information and will make arrangements to meet you at an agreed upon location.
MRSS staff will arrive and begin to assess and work to diffuse the crisis, escalating emotions or behavioral
issues. They will then work with you and your family to develop a plan that stabilizes the situation. MRSS staff
are trained on available resources within the community and will assist in making the necessary connections.
Families/youth/young adults needing ongoing services can be connected to Warren Co. Coordinated Care.
Coordinated Care works under the Warren County Educational Service Center and can assist with parent
education, service coordination, Wraparound services, diversion/unruly services, drug and alcohol education
and other services.
Resource Coordinator Program
“Nothing you do for children is ever wasted” ~Garrison Keillor
The Resource Coordinators have been very busy during the last two months providing Thanksgiving Meal and
preparing for the holiday season. Each and every one of them have worked tirelessly to ensure some of the
families with the most needs are able to have a holiday. A special thank you to Charrise Middleton who has
been assisting Kim Sellers with the team for coordinating the Giving Angels program once again this year!
The Carlisle Community has been working with the local schools to provide assistance to students and families
in need during this Holiday season. The Carlisle Lions and Lioness Club has generously been assisting the
Carlisle Schools by sponsoring disadvantaged families with Holiday Food Baskets and Christmas gifts for
children. Resource Coordinator, Bryan Coffey and School Nurse, Rebecca Baker have been working together to
coordinate this effort. School staff along with Local Businesses, Patriot Machine, State Farm, Hannah's Treasure
Chest and St. Mary's of The Assumption Catholic Parish have joined together to help approximately 90 children
and their families this Holiday Season.
The Carlisle Schools and our Resource Coordinator,
Bryan Coffey, would like to give a Sincere “Thank
You” to All that have provided their love and support
to those in need!
Becky Lemon, Resource Coordinator for Kings
Schools organized a shoe drive for South Lebanon
Elementary and it was a huge success. They
collected 78 NEW pairs of children’s gym shoes in
one week. Thank you to all who participated!
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Thank you to Dr. Rich Coleman and the staff at Four Paws Animal
Hospital in Lebanon for donating 17 Thanksgiving meals to families in
need in Lebanon schools. Thank you to our very own Resource
Coordinator, Tracy Funke, for facilitating this!

Thanks to generous donors, Resource Coordinator at the John Lazares Alternative School, Audrey McClure was
able to provide a family in crisis with food, clothing, household items, pet food and more.

Pictured to the right is Charlie Hartman, Resource Coordinator for
Little Miami (center), along with Kevin Peyton (founder of
Joshua’s Place) and Betsy Sammons (Program Director for the
Little Miami location). The photo was taken at the Grand Opening
of Joshua’s Place in Little Miami. Joshua’s Place has been a
valuable partner to Little Miami Schools (and WCESC) through
programs such as Whiz Kids, which provides reading tutors for 3rd
and 4th grade students, as well as the Food Co-Op, where
families can receive $50 worth of groceries for $4. The adults in
the program them go through programs such as Parent Ed
classes, financial literacy and Health and Wellness. The program
strives to work “with” families and not “for” families to provide selfsufficiency and help individuals have a better quality of
life. Joshua’s Place exists to help individuals and families
overcome the barriers in their lives that cause instability.
A special thank you to Lauren Cavanaugh, Director of Human Services for making this all possible through
TANF funds.
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Drug and Alcohol Prevention
Below are just a few of the examples of the work that Shelley Brown, Prevention Specialist has done in the last
quarter:
 Substance Abuse Education in Health classes in Springboro, Waynesville and Little Miami Schools. A
total of 665 students were given information about the dangers of tobacco, alcohol, drugs and the latest
trend of Juuling/vaping.
 Dangers of Juuling/Vaping/E-Cigarettes at Franklin and Lebanon High School. Approximately 245
students were educated on the dangers of this latest trend.
 Prevention Table at Carlisle High School. Approximately 80 adults and youth were provided with
information about promoting good mental health and the dangers of substance abuse.
 Prevention groups at Little Miami High School and The Learning Center. Discussion was held on the
dangers of substance abuse and negative choices.
 On October 22, 2018, Shelley gave a presentation to students at The Learning Center on making good
choices as part of Red Ribbon Week. Discussion was held on the benefits of healthy foods, lifestyle,
family, inclusion of others, safety, and staying away from activities and substances that can be
harmful. Students received a healthy snack as well as bracelets that were compliments of the DEA.

Project AWARE Warren County
Mission – To help local community collaborations improve the health,
well-being and educational needs of children and families
Vision – Children and families will be socially, emotionally, and
behaviorally resilient and productive citizens.
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We are in our LAST year of the five-year Project AWARE grant! A reminder to any schools who wish to provide
FREE Youth Mental Health First Aid or Trauma Training to your districts, please contact us to schedule. New
this year-YMHFA has been reduced to 6 hours.
On November 6, 2018, Little Miami Intermediate staff participated in Youth Mental Health First Aid training today
at the Warren County ESC. YMHFA has been evaluated and proven to reduce the stigma associated with
mental health disorders. This program can reduce the damaging effects of mental health disorders such as
school dropouts, relationship issues, drug and alcohol issues, and suicidal ideation.
Participants learn about:
 The potential warning signs, risk factors, and protective factors for mental health disorders in youth
 A 5-Step action plan to help a youth connect to care
 Resources available in the community to help a youth with mental health disorders
Pictured below is YMHFA trainer for WCESC, Pat Clark.

On December 11, 2019, staff from various
Warren County schools attended Youth Mental
Health First Aid training. Pictured below is Vycki
Haught, YMHFA Trainer and Grant Coordinator,
leading the group through ways to speak with a
youth experiencing a mental health crisis.

For more information on Project AWARE or to schedule trainings, please contact Vycki Haught at
Vycki.haught@warrencountyesc.com or 695.2900, ext. 3103.
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WARREN COUNTY LEARNING CENTER
(Laura Farrell and St. Mary Campuses)
Mike Bidwell - Supervisor
Alisha Dean - Assistant Supervisor
Elaine Nichols – Assistant Supervisor
The St. Mary’s and Laura Ferrell Campus of the Warren County Learning Center is enjoying the holiday season.
The students have enjoyed a cookie baking day and are eagerly preparing for the winter Open House.
We are excited to welcome area superintendents, supervisors and other important guests to our Holiday Open
House at the Warren County Learning Center. We are going to be displaying how different countries around the
world celebrate the holiday seasons with different traditions, foods and crafts. Between the two buildings, every
major continent will be represented. Students are doing research on their country and creating a display, they
will also help produce a regional dish and a craft that represents their country. Last but not least, there will be a
homemade hot chocolate bar with a variety of delicious toppings. The students are looking forward to sharing
their hard work with all of our guests.
The schools have also introduced a new Positive Behavior Incentive and Supports plan and many students are
earning great rewards. Several classrooms have earned classroom parties including a pizza party, a DQ party,
and Taco Bell party. Some students have also earned individual’s awards including free time or lunch with a
friend. Many students are close to earning a school issued PBIS Phoenix Hoodies. The top student in each
class every week is earning chips and a drink and one lucky student is drawn as the student of the week. This
student also enjoys a drink and chips and some special
privileges like helping with lunch and dismissal.

This fall one of our Beech Acres staff, Melody Cramer,
has begun a program similar ROTC that we are calling
modified Jr. ROTC with the high school students.
Students who are interested in learning more joining
the military and learning about discipline, leadership
are doing morning mindful movements, working
together as a team, and internalizing basic values. The
group currently has 13 students participating with more asking to participate.

The students and staff have also been participating the 12 days of Christmas; we
have been having festive themed days leading up to holiday break. Monday was
wear your reindeer antlers! Check out some of our festive gear!
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We are looking forward to Christmas Break and a great start to 2019!

OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENTS
Kara Dirksing, M.Ed., OTR/L, Program Supervisor
Becky Miller, MPT, Lead Therapist
The Occupational and Physical Therapy Department came together for a holiday quarterly meeting on
November 29th, 2018! It is such a treat when everyone can take the time to come together and hear valuable
updates regarding our agency and on all things related to school based therapy in our area.
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On November 6, 2018, Angela Houchins, OTR/L presented The
Zones of Regulation Overview to Little Miami School staff! The
Zone of Regulation program has a sensory basis and helps foster
emotional control and self-regulation through a structured and
experiential curriculum. DeeDee Walker, Direct of Student
Services at Little Miami shared, “Angela delivered a great
presentation!”

On October 3, 2018 Warren County ESC was proud to support the
Regional Autism Advisory Council RAAC who coordinated with Kelly Mahler, MS, OTR/L to
present "Interoception the 8th Sense." at Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio. Several occupational and
physical therapists who serve WCESC Social Communications and Learning Center Programs attended.

From left to right bottom:
Faleasha WInk, OT, Carrie Magoto, OTA, Anne Hartmann, PT, Alex Wenke, Lead Paraprofessional, Debbie Hendrixson,
SCC teacher, left to right top: Catherine Nichols, OT, Shannon Alter-Fredenburg, SCC teacher and Becky Miller, Lead PT.

What is Interocpetion you may ask?
"Interoception helps us to ‘feel’ body signals like a growling stomach, tense muscles or speeding heart. Our
ability to clearly feel these internal body signals enables us to accurately identify and manage our own emotions
as well as understand the emotions of other people. Many individuals with autism, ADHD, depression, trauma
and anxiety disorders have significant challenges with interoception. This presentation will provide an overview
of interoception, as well as how it impacts the development of self-regulation, language, social participation and
emotional well-being. Watch this short video to learn more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0zbCiakjaA or
visit: https://www.mahlerautism.com/interoception "
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Warren County ESC Physical Therapist Joy
Tubbs, Occupational Therapist Nancy
Ross along with Meg Byrge, Educational
Assistant were instrumental in helping Franklin City
Schools apply for grant funding from Warren County
Board of Developmental Disabilities. Franklin was
awarded the grant!! These funds will go to support
Hampton Bennet school in many ways. One special
program developed by Joy Tubbs and Nancy Ross
has been to set up a "Motor Lab" for all students
ages preschool to first grade! On Monday, October
16, 2018, Joy and Nancy provided a detailed inservice to the teaching staff at Hampton Bennett Early Childhood
Center. Teachers and staff were trained in the academic and neurological benefits of the Motor Lab. The group
then experienced the lab so that they can teach the students and implement it school wide. Joy Tubbs and
Nancy Ross will continue to provide training and support throughout the school year

Gina Gentile (Physical Therapist), Christi Wells (Physical Therapy Assistant), Sara Erwin
(Occupational Therapist), Kim Kaiser (Occupational Therapy Assistant) presented to elementary and
intermediate teaching staff at Carlisle Local Schools on 10/26/2018 on The Zones of Regulation. It is a valuable
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program that many districts are utilizing the related service staff to share their expertise in this area. The
therapy group shared some curriculum lessons and the teacher and staff participants were highly engaged and
asked excellent questions!

WARREN COUNTY HELP ME GROW HOME VISITING
Stefanie Post, Contract Manager

The Warren County Help Me Grow Home Visiting program has helped close to 50 families this year. One of the
many important topics the Home Visitors discuss with their families is safe sleep. Every week in Ohio, 3 babies
die in unsafe sleep environments. With all the information being thrown at new moms, it's tough to sort out fact
from fiction. The Home Visitors follow ODH guidelines and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
recommendations which are based on science and extensive research. We educate families with the ABC’s of
Safe sleep – Alone. Back. Crib.

www.SafeSleep.Ohio.gov for more information.
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Join us in welcoming Candace Greenwood as the new Home Visitor to the Help Me Grow Home Visiting
program. She comes with several years of experience working with children K-12 in the schools and with
preschool children at Head Start. She has completed all the ODH requirements and will receive her credential in
December and is eager to begin using all her knowledge and skills with families in their home.
Candace loves her fur-babies; Brody, Grayson, and Penelope, the cutest Chihuahuas in all of Ohio! She likes to
spend time camping, hiking, cooking, drinking coffee, and volunteering at animal shelters

WARREN COUNTY EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Stefanie Post, Program Director
More than 50 families attended the annual holiday party,
Breakfast with Santa, event which
is a collaboration with the
Warren County Board of Disabilities and the Warren County
Educational Service Center Early Intervention program. Children in attendance visited with Santa, played
games, made crafts, and enjoyed refreshments. Each child also received a special stuffed animal that was
donated by the Milford, Ohio PetSmart.
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Early Intervention (EI) is a statewide system that provides coordinated early intervention services to parents of
eligible children under the age of three with developmental delays or disabilities. EI is grounded in the
philosophy that young children learn best from familiar people in familiar settings. Every family served in EI will
have a local EI team that consists of a service coordinator, service providers, and your family. Your team works
with you in your home or other places you and your family spend time to develop a coordinated plan called an
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). You and your team will work through your IFSP plan to use your
existing supports and resources—and build upon them—to learn to enhance your child’s learning and
development.
To learn more visit www.ohioearlyintervention.org
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NURSING DEPARTMENT
Terri Elam RN, BSN, LSN - Nursing Supervisor
Jill Buffenbarger RN - Nursing Supervisor
Come be the LIFE of the Party at WCESC’s Hoxworth Blood Drive
Where: Warren County ESC
When:

Wednesday, January 9, 2019
10:30 am – 12:30 pm
2:00 pm – 4:30 pm

How:

Schedule online at: www.hoxworth.org/groups/wcesc or call (513) 451-0910
All donors will receive a pair of “BLOOD DONORS ARE THE LIFE OF THE PARTY” socks!

WCESC Nursing Services welcomed new nurses to the department this year.
Emily Campbell LPN works with individuals in the Transition Living Classroom
program.

Brandi Spence LPN works with students at the
Warren County Learning Center, Saint Mary Campus.

Holly McNutt RN is assigned to the nursing clinic at
Middletown Christian School.

Tina Savage LPN cares for a student 1:1 in the
Miamisburg City Schools district.

Lia Davis RN recently joined the staff at Adult Connections.

If you see these nurses, please join us in welcoming them to our programs!
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The WCESC Nursing Services Department provides care to students in a variety of settings including school
clinics, special education classrooms, 1:1 care and other specialty programs. Contact us to see how we can help
you find a solution to your nursing service needs.
The WCESC nurses wish you all a Happy New Year!

SOCIAL COMMUNICATION CLASSROOMS NEWS
Molly Leicht – Supervisor
Erica Hackett – Assistant Supervisor
It’s hard to believe we are heading into 2019. It seems like just a short time ago, we were opening our doors to
parents and students for the 2018-2019 school year. Over the past few months, the students in the SCC
programs have been busy in their classrooms. Below are some of the activities the students have participated
in.
Students from the Warren County Educational Service Center Mason Heights Campus participated in a fire
safety program. The students rotated through four stations:
1. exploring a fire truck
2. talking with a firefighter
3. fire safety and you
4. exploring fire safety through sensory and communication
As you can see, the students all had a “fireriffic” time! A huge thank you to the Mason Fire Department and
Engine 51 for providing the students with an educational and engaging experience into the world of fire safety!

Page 25 of 49

Students have also been participating in science activities that go along with the seasonal celebrations. This
includes making a volcano inside a pumpkin and creating mixtures from kitchen ingredients to make ornaments!

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT:
Lindsay Aldrich is a new teacher to the SCC program. Lindsay came to us from Lakota Local Schools where
she still coaches cross country and track. Lindsay is a high school classroom teacher and engaged her
students in many vocational and job readiness activities. Linsday’s students run a classroom diner several
times per month. On the menu today was nachos! Students practice important job skills such as communication
- when taking orders, food safety and preparation, following directions, money skills, and cleaning!
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Another thing we love in Social Communication is working together as team to decorate our doors for the
holidays! Check out some of these amazing creations below!

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
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ADULT CONNECTIONS PROGRAM
Jennifer Dameron – Supervisor
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TRANSITION LIVING CLASSROOMS
Amanda Pennix – Supervisor
New Community Partnership: Applebee’s in Springboro has welcomed one of our interns, Elena, to work there
second rotation. She completes general cleaning tasks including the bathrooms, mopping, vacuuming,
windows, tables, and booths. She also replaces batteries and sets up the computer systems at each table. She
has had a very supportive mentor in one of the Applebee’s employees that has guided her through learning the
tasks of the job. We are very excited to continue to grow this partnership!

Other second rotation job sites:
 Hometown Market-stocking and facing shelves
 Bentino’s-folding pizza boxes
 Domino’s-stocking, cleaning, and folding pizza boxes
 McDonald’s-wiping tables, stocking, cleaning windows
 Pat’ Place-stocking coolers, general cleaning
 JBM-cleaning the floors, office work
 PDi-assembly work, clear coating
 Cobblestone-food prep
 Ohio Living Quaker Heights Dining-bussing/setting tables, folding napkins, setting up snack carts
 Ohio Living Quaker Heights Activities-leading social activities with residents, serving lunch
 Ohio Living Quaker Heights Laundry-folding/stocking towels and washcloths
October Employee of the Month: Jacob
October Citizen of the Month: Olivia

November Employee of the Month: Ben
November Citizen of the Month: Eddie
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TLC BUZZ: What Interns Have to Say About Their Job

“Dining Room. Cups in bucket”
-Emma, Ohio Living Quaker Heights Dining

“Will’s team is David and Emma.
Tablecloths Will does four.”

“I like it. I like to clean the tables.”
-David, Ohio Living Quaker Heights
Dining

-Will, Ohio Living Quaker Heights Dining

“It’s great, I like folding boxes.”
-Luke, Domino’s

“The challenge is great for me to learn how
to do it and in a timely manner.”

“I like it, of course.”
-Hunter, Domino’s

-Austyn, Hometown Market
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JOHN K. LAZARES ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL
20 years of serving the schools of
Warren, Butler, and Hamilton counties

Dr. Kevin Harleman, Ed.D - Director

Honor Roll for First Quarter
Dustin Akers - Middletown City Schools
Hunter Boyd - Lebanon City Schools
Hailey Carr - Middletown City Schools
Dylan Faulkner - Lebanon City Schools
Colby Hamm - Carlisle Local Schools
Breanna Johnson - Loveland City Schools
Brynn LeCLaire - Lebanon City Schools
Jamie Sandlin - Little Miami Schools
Cole Wilhite - Middletown City Schools
Zach Wilson - Lebanon City Schools

Merit Roll for First Quarter
Steven Bevins - Waynesville Local Schools
Joseph Boggs - Middletown City Schools
Kaiden Cantrell - Middletown City Schools
Dominic Cboins - Lebanon City Schools
Amberly Crabtree - Little Miami Schools
Elijah Craig - Lebanon City Schools
Will Johnson - Sycamore Community Schools
Braedon Jones - Lebanon City Schools
Arika Parker - Carlisle Local Schools
Grant Persiani - Sycamore Community Schools
Chandler Richards - Madeira City Schools

Nate Bales - First Graduate of the Class of 2019!
Nathaniel Bales began attending the John Lazares Alternative School during
his sophomore year after continued discipline, academic, and attendance
issues at Franklin High School. Nate had earned only two credits during his
freshman year at Franklin High School.
Nate was very unmotivated when he began his education at the Alternative
School. He felt as though he was already too far behind academically to ever
catch back up. The staff at the John Lazares Alternative School got to know
Nate and his interests, and he started to see success immediately.
During his sophomore year, Nate expressed interest in attending the Warren County Career Center. He was
informed of the academic and attendance requirements for admittance into the program.
This motivated Nate to work hard and earn the credits he would need to be eligible. Starting his junior year, Nate
spent half of his day at WCCC in Landscaping, and the other half of his day at the Alternative School.
Along with working hard at the Alternative School and WCCC, Nate showed great interest in participating in the
Sinclair Community College STEM Guitar Building Program. In May of 2017, Nate earned a spot in the program
and built his own electric guitar.
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Fast forward to December of 2018 …
Nate has earned 25.5 credits and 19 points on his Ohio End of Course Assessments. He is the first John
Lazares Alternative School graduate in the Class of 2019.
Nate has decided to join the workforce while deciding what the future might bring. He is thankful for the support
of everyone that had a part in his graduation and success.

L to R: Dr. Kevin Harleman, Director of the Alternative School;
Graduate Nate Bales; and, Mary Steed, Nate’s former Probation Officer

Congratulations, Nate!!
In the Navy
On Tuesday, December 4, Petty Officer First Class Kenton visited the students and staff at the John Lazares
Alternative School. Officer Kenton talked about his experiences, the pathway into and the benefits of a career in
the United States Navy. The students were engaged and asked many great questions. This experience was
facilitated by Resource Coordinator Audrey McClure.
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L to R: Ben Johnson, Senior from Lebanon City Schools; Colby Hamm, Freshman from Carlisle Local Schools; Petty
Officer First Class Kenton; Justin Todd, Junior from Waynesville Local Schools; and, Arika Parker, Sophomore from
Carlisle Local Schools.

Thanks, Mrs. McClure, for making this happen!
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Loving the Lovins
The students at JKLAS want to thank the Lovins Family for their generous donation. These items will be used to
supplement and supply student lunches as needed!

Thank you, also, to Resource Coordinator Audrey McClure for facilitating this for our students.
Generous Donors
Thanks to generous donors, Resource Coordinator Audrey McClure was able to provide a family in crisis with
food clothing, household items, pet food, and more.

Thanksgiving 2018
JKLAS held its annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 20. Dr. Harleman welcomed the guests to the event
with some special opening remarks. He recognized the 20th year of the Alternative School, noted the number of
graduates the school successfully graduated the prior year, announced a new program for students to get
hands-on job experience, and hinted at exciting changes that would benefit our graduating students, in
particular.
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Dr. Harleman welcomes guests to the Thanksgiving celebration.

Several students spoke about their personal experiences that led them to the Alternative School and what
positives outcomes they’ve had since being here.

Jacob Fields, Freshman
from Kings Local School
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Damien Kelly, Sophomore
from Springboro Schools

Brynn LeClaire, Senior
from Lebanon City Schools
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Josh Rambler, Sophomore
from Springboro Schools

Jacob Hasenkamp, Senior
from Sycamore Community Schools
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Hometown Market Place,
located in Waynesville,
catered the Thanksgiving meal.
http://www.hometownmarketplace.org/

Thanks to Yoshi Martinez, Junior from Lebanon City
Schools, for the holiday artwork.
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Special thanks to Amy Anderson, Audrey McClure, and Peggy Ludwig for the festive table decorations.

LCI in the House!
Officer Moore and Lieutenant Shanklin from the Lebanon Correctional Institution came to JKLAS on Tuesday,
November 13, to share their experiences working within the prison system and to inform the students how their
personal choices can affect their futures.

Students learned how prisoners are processed, what a typical day is like within the confinement of a cell block,
and the daily life inside a prison. The students reported that not only was the presentation intriguing, it
encouraged them to consider making positive choices in the future. The officers also gave the students insight
into the benefits and risks involving a career working within a correctional facility.
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Thank you, Officer Moor and Lieutenant Shanklin for the presentation!

Going to the Dogs!
On November 6, the students and staff welcomed back Ms. Katie and her two therapy dogs, Desi and Kaleb.
Desi is an old friend of ours, and we were very excited to meet Kaleb. Therapy dogs are shown to have a
positive physical, emotional, and cognitive impact on those they visit.
Thanks again, Ms. Katie and friends!! We look forward to your next visit!!

Nick Reynolds, Junior from
Lebanon City Schools

Arika Parker, Sophomore from
Carlisle Local Schools
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Braedon Jones, Senior from Lebanon City Schools

Mrs. Booher, Intervention Specialist,
and Jamie Sandlin, Senior from Little Miami Schools
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A House Call!
On October 25, Dr. Baldwin from Northeast Cincinnati Pediatrics visited the students to talk about the dangers of
cigarettes, electronics cigarettes, and Juuls.

Dr. Baldwin led an interactive discussion with the students on common myths about nicotine addiction.
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Thank you, Dr. Baldwin!!

Horsing Around!
On Tuesday, October 23, Bell and Sonny from Maggie’s Miniature
Therapy Horses visited the students and staff of JKLAS. Belle and
Sonny are mother and son.
They provide therapy to several hospitals, schools, and police
departments. Their owner, Lora, answered the students’ questions and
shared fun facts about the miniature horses. We can’t wait for their next
visit!
Thanks, Mrs. McClure, for making this happen for our students!
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Kendall Beard, Junior from
Middletown City Schools

Elijah Craig, Senior from
Lebanon City Schools

Arika Parker, Sophomore
Carlisle Local Schools
Standing, JJ Kilgore, Junior from Middletown City Schools
and Chandler Richards, Senior from Madeira City Schools
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Awarding Winning Program
On Tuesday, October 16, the students and staff of JKLAS participated in Signs of Suicide, an award-winning
program that has been nationally recognized for middle and high school-aged students.
Jamie, from Solutions Community Counseling and Recovery Center, led the presentation.
He gave the students resources, led a lively discussion, and the students were given a chance to role play.
The biggest take-away from today’s presentation was: Acknowledge, Care, and Tell … “Some secrets need to
be shared.”

Yum! Yum!
On October 2, Kathy Dickey, Dietician from the Warren County Health Department, visited the students at
JKLAS to conduct a presentation called “Meal Planning 101.” She discussed preparing meals that are quick,
cheap, but most importantly, healthy.

She prepared a filling snack with the students … Black-eyed Pea Salsa.
It was a definite hit with the students!
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Thank you, Ms. Dickey! Please come back soon!

Neko Reese, Junior from Middletown City Schools
gives a thumbs up for the delicious Black-eyed
Peas Salsa!

Grant Persiani, Junior from Sycamore Community
Schools trying something new!
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J-O-B-S!
On Monday, October 1, representatives from Ohio Means Jobs Youth Program, Easter Seals, and Warren
County Career Center Adult Education collaborated together for a presentation at JKLAS. Each program gave
an overview of the opportunities they can offer to our students.
Resume’ building, financial literacy, interviewing skills, funding for post-secondary education, and internships
were some of the opportunities presented.

We are excited to work together with these local agencies to help our students experience success.

With Our Gratitude!
A special “Thank You” to the Shoe Shine Mission and Lifehouse Church in Lebanon for their continued support
of our school and students. Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated.
A Special Thank You!
Family Life Church in Lebanon donated full Thanksgiving dinners to two of our students’ families. We
appreciate all they have done to make this holiday a meaningful one for our students.
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UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
Dr. George Sehi – Executive Director
WCESC Apprenticeship Program. WCESC received a $25K grant from Duke Energy to develop an
apprenticeship program for students in both Greater Ohio Virtual School and John K. Lazares Alternative
School. This program is developed in
partnership with NaviGo and Sinclair College.
Both GOVS and JKLAS are serving “at risk”
youth who clearly need more career guidance.
Students admitted to the program will be placed
as interns at various manufacturing companies
in the area. Each student will have a
professional and trained mentor during his/her
internship experience. Fifteen students will be
admitted to this program staring February 2019.

BCBA DEPARTMENT
Katie Strubbe – Supervisor
The Collaborative Coaches have been busy this quarter working diligently supporting the districts/programs
throughout Warren County.
This quarter the coaches have been increasing their days of support and putting together professional
development trainings on topics such as: Behavior Supports and ASD in Females.
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The coaches wear many hats finding ways to collaborate when supporting teams to find the best suggestions
and interventions to put in place for students.
Registered Behavior Technicians
 New to the Collaborative Coaching/BCBA Department this school year are 14 Lead
Paraprofessionals who are in the process of pursuing their registered behavior technician licensure.
o A registered behavior technician is a paraprofessional who practices under the close,
ongoing supervision of a BCBA, BCaBA, or FL-CBA. The RBT is primarily responsible for
the direct implementation of behavior-analytic services.
o To date, 11 out of the 14 have achieved this licensure and are practicing RBTs.
 The RBT’s are given tasks by the BCBA supervisor that identifies a focus when supporting
individual students and have been busy collecting data, graphing data, and implementing behavior
plans.

Congratulations to all of them!

Diversity Informational Sessions
Over the course of this school year, WCESC began a diversity and inclusion
initiative with the purpose of educating our constituents about the importance of understanding diversity in
general. Next Session: January 28, 2:30-4:30 p.m., Warren County ESC Conference Center. The topic
will be “Being African American and Female…The Power of Story” presented by Beverly A. Grant,
Grant Consulting, LLC and former P&G vice president. If you would like more information or would like to
attend, please email pamela.tone@warrencountyesc.com

LOOKING AHEAD…

2019 Franklin B. Walter Scholarship Program – Coming Soon
It’s nearing the time each spring when we recognize our top students through the Franklin B. Walter
Scholarship Program. Districts have received application materials and the selection process will begin in
January. The 2019 Warren County Scholarship Award Banquet is scheduled for Friday, April 5th beginning
at 11:00 a.m. at Warren County ESC. Once again, we’ll share in celebrating students of excellence along
with district personnel, elected officials and students’ family members. Mark your calendar now!
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